Building the Soil Glossary:

1. Composting - A mixture of decaying organic matter, as from leaves and manure, used to improve soil structure and provide nutrients.
2. Microorganisms - An organism of microscopic or submicroscopic size, especially a bacterium or protozoan.
3. Carbon - A naturally abundant, nonmetallic element that occurs in all organic compounds and can be found in all known forms of life.
4. Nitrogen – Needed in order for the composting process to take place. 
5. Brown to Green Ratio: How much brown material needed for every nitrogen material.
6. Fast or Active composting: Produces compost in two months or less.
7. Passive or Slow composting – Produces compost in 6 months to two years. 
