Soil the Foundation of an Organic Farm Glossary:

1. Organic matter – Consists of plant and animal material that is in the process of decomposing.
2. Green manure - a crop of growing plants, such as nitrogen-fixing plants, plowed under to enrich the soil.
3. Cover crops - a crop, usually a legume, planted to keep nutrients from leaching, soil from eroding, and land from weeding over, as during the winter.
4. Mulch - A protective covering, usually of organic matter such as leaves, straw, or peat, placed around plants to prevent the evaporation of moisture, the freezing of roots, and the growth of weeds.
5. Companion planting - The cultivation of certain kinds of plants together in the same area, especially if one species will benefit from another, as planting an insect-repellent plant in a vegetable garden.
6. Aggregates – Many soil particles held in a single mass or cluster.
7. Mycorrhizae - The symbiotic association of the mycelium of a fungus with the roots of plants. The majority of vascular plants have mycorrhizae. The fungus assists in the absorption of minerals and water from the soil and defends the roots from other fungi and nematodes, while the plant provides carbohydrates to the fungus.
8. pH – Measure of the acidity or basicity of a solution. 
