Soil Protection Glossary:
1. Contour - of or used in a system of plowing, cultivating, sowing, etc., along the contour lines of the land in order to trap water runoff and prevent erosion.
2. Contour Line - a line joining points of equal elevation on a surface.
3. Mulching - A protective covering, usually of organic matter such as leaves, straw, or peat, placed around plants to prevent the evaporation of moisture, the freezing of roots, and the growth of weeds.
4. Contour Plowing – Plowing that is done following the contour of the land instead of following a straight line pattern.
5. Vegetative Barrier – Permanent strips of stiff, dense grasses grown across a slope or across a drainage way.
6. Contour Ditch – Series of ditches that run across the slope along the contour of a field.
7. Contour Hedgerow – Planting hedges across a contour line.
8. Grassed Waterway - Are strips of grass seeded in areas of cropland where water concentrates or flows off a field.
9. Cover crop - a crop, usually a legume, planted to keep nutrients from leaching, soil from eroding, and land from weeding over.
10. Nitrogen Fixing Tree - The conversion of atmospheric nitrogen (which plants cannot absorb) into forms of nitrogen that plants can absorb. Bacteria in the topsoil carry out the conversion.
11. A-Frame - Three pieces of wood assembled into an A used for making contour lines.
